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A Lady In Red 

All the Officers survived the Officers’ Picnic 
this year!  Why?  We didn’t have to cook!  However, 
I want to thank all who pitched in and helped before-
hand setting up, cleaning tables, icing beverages 
and a huge thank you to Bob and Kathy Michele who 
made it all work without one hitch. 

Now it seems our summer is upon us so per-
haps the tops will be coming back up on our beauti-
ful flock of birds so no excuses for not driving them. 

Please don’t forget our next Meeting, May 21 at 
Deer Valley Airport which is T-Bird Appreciation 
Day.  I would love to see every one of us that are 
lucky enough to own a T-Bird to polish it up and 
show up with it that day.  Bob Michele has made 
special arrangements for our beautiful cars to be dis-
played as they deserve to be, in front of the restau-
rant. 

Gene Andersen has been putting in a lot of 
time for a pleasant cruise on “Lake Pleasant” May 
10, followed by a delicious lunch at Dillions Restau-
rant for those interested. 

What a great month we have had for Club Par-
ticipation in April activities, and it seems we are not 
slowing down in May. 

 Food for thought:  Strength does not come 
from physical capacity, but rather it emanates from 
an indomitable will. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the road, 

Jean Fruscello 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

The Golden Nugget Res-
taurant “Out Wickenburg Way” 
was the site of the May 17, 
1992, ACTC Meeting. 

Twenty-one Classic 
Thunderbirds and several fam-
ily cars caravanned to that 
Meeting 25 years ago.  Bonita 
Lilly reported that 212 people 
were Members of ACTC at 
that time. 

Sam Ciammitti updated the Members on the 
progress of the first ever ACTC Official Cookbook.  
Sam asked for your favorite recipes and pictures of 
your Thunderbird to help make that project a big 
success.  Did you get a copy? 

It was announced that the Arizona Classic 
Thunderbird Club won the Best Club Participation 
Trophy for the annual April Route 66 Days Fun Run 
from Seligman to Kingman and then on to Topock, 
AZ on old Route 66.  That was a favorite Club event 
for many years. 

After Virginia Snyder won $41.50 in the Split-
the-Pot drawing, the Meeting was adjourned, and 
the Members had an opportunity to take a historic 
walking tour of Wickenburg or visit the Vulture Mine 
and the Western Museum or explore the many an-
tique and art stores in town. 

“Out Wickenburg Way” is where current long-
time ACTC Members Shirley and Mike Pettingell 
now live.  Shirley was featured on the cover of the 
May 1992 Arizona Bird Chatter and was recognized 
for her service as the Club’s secretary back then.  Of 
course, that’s certainly not all that Shirley and Mike 
have done for the Club over the past 27 years.  
Thanks, guys. 

 Stewart Wright 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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LATE MODEL ENGINE OPTIONS 

 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed to the left are ten-
tative and subject to change.  Please check the 
calendar each month for updates. 

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

May 10 Lake Pleasant Scenic Cruise 
Gene Andersen 

May 21 Meeting - Deer Valley Airport 
Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

June 11 Meeting - The Hub in Mesa  
 

July 9 Meeting - Gallagher’s 
 

August 2-6 CTCI Regional Convention 
 

September 10 Meeting - Arrowhead Country 
Club 

September 16 Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 22-24 Run to the Pines 
 

September 23-30 Cruise RT New York - Halifax 
Sandy Trasente 

October 7 ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day 
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel 

October 8 Meeting - Embassy Suites, 4415 E 
Paradise Village Pkwy S, Phoenix 

October 19-22 Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu 
Musselmann & Falkenberry 

TBD Movie and Ice Cream Social  
Garrett Andersen  

November 4 50’s Theme Party 
Cancelled 

November 12 Meeting & Officer Elections 
Arizona Italian American Club 

November 23 Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day 
Parade - Havel 

December 2 Christmas Light Run 
Bialy & Wagners 

December 9 Christmas Party - Embassy Suites 
4415 E Paradise Village Pkwy S. 
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APRIL  MEETING  MINUTES 

President Jean Fruscello called the April 9 
Officers’ Picnic at Pera Park Meeting to order at 
12:35 PM by leading with the Pledge of Allegiance 
and announcing the catered lunch was ready to be 
served, with drivers of their Classic Thunderbirds 
to be first in line.  The Minutes of the March Meet-
ing were approved and seconded. 

MEETING RESUMED AT 1:15 PM. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Jean Fruscello observed 

that by having the Picnic catered by Pera Park, the 
Officers were not subjected to smoke inhalation or 
smell, and the food was fabulous.  •Thanks also to 
Myrna and Duane Foster for obtaining Ron Butler to 
entertain us until the start of the Meeting.  •For sever-
al years we have been able to have our Picnics at 
Pera Park, thanks to Pat Lynch, who is a former em-
ployee of SRP.  This year took a little more coordina-
tion between Pat and Bob Michele.  We thank you 
both very much, and we hope to be able to continue 
doing this for years to come.  

HOSPITALITY:  Yvonne Wagner intro-
duced •Leigh Dechaine’s guest, Josephine Salla; 
•Ruth Butera’s son, Michael; •Dede Ross’s grand-
daughter, Kaitlin; •Jamie and Gary Thompson’s 
grandson, Dev with friend, Brittany; •Sherrie Maule's, 
sister; •Linda and Gregg Thurston’s daughter Amanda 
with new husband, Michael, who were married last 
weekend •Please send cards, thoughts and prayers 
to •Stewart Wright who recently had throat surgery; 
•Joe Silvernale, is not doing well, but Lynne Silvernale 
is here today and doing much better after her recent 
confinement.  •April birthdays were acknowledged.  
•Welcome back to re-joining Members Mary Ann and 
Ken Bergeron, and Rochelle and Jerry Bestland.  
•Ken Kowalski’s son, Kaden, announced he had five 
dozen eggs from his chickens for sale, $3.00 per doz-
en. 

ACTIVITIES:    Paul Fruscello acknowledged the 
success of the busy March activities.  •Mike Dolan 
thanked all who participated in Midnight at the Oasis, 
especially Frank Graziano and Tom Wagner whose 
past experiences helped him bring it all together.  En-
tries for 2018 are available, watch for an email blast.  
•Jim Havel: 11 cars and one motorcycle were at the 
Pavilions.  •Rita Havel; Silver Rose Parade and In-
duction Ceremony for Veterans of the Viet Nam War 
who were exposed to Agent Orange will be on April 
15.  Terry Duquette is one of this year’s recipients.  
This program is sponsored by the American Legion.  
Thanks to T-Bird Members, Rita has 18 cars for digni-
taries.  Alan Thurston, President of the Arizona Mili-
tary Collection Club, arranged for seven vehicles for 
the Parade.  While the first two Silver Rose Award 

Ceremonies were held in Fountain Hills, starting 
next year, it will move to other parts of the state.  
Rita has learned that descendants of victims of 
Agent Orange are also affected.  •Gene Anderson; 
Lake Pleasant Cruise, May 10.  Hoped for ten 
people to get a discount, now has 24 signed up.  
Needs checks sent to his home by May 1.  Direc-

tions will be in the next newsletter.  •May 21 is Thun-
derbird Appreciation Day. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom and Jackie McKee 
have a clearance sale on shirts and items on the 
table.  Make an offer and take one home.  

SECRETARY:  Jeannie K Wood: Please use 
the microphone!  

TREASURER:  Tom Wagner reported on 
Checking and Savings accounts. 

EX-OFFICIO:  Jim Rodgers: No report, but if 
your T-Bird doesn’t run, Mike Wood and some oth-
ers have trailers.  Get those Birds out of the garag-
es. 

MEMBER AT LARGE:  Bob Michele: •May 
Meeting is at Deer Valley Airport, 9:00 AM, $12:00.  
•June Meeting is at Hub Grill in Mesa.  $13.00.  

CTCI:  Chuck Young: •Doesn’t matter what 
year of T-Bird on Appreciation Day, as long as it 
runs.  •New Jersey T-Bird Club is hosting the CTCI 
Regional Convention this year August 2-6.  As per 
tradition we have contributed $500.00 to that Club 
and have received an acknowledgment and thank 
you from that Club.  Chuck has CTCI applications.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson:  
•Need two more cars for the Ahwatukee Easter Pa-
rade on Saturday.  See Don after Meeting.  •Erica, 
who runs Kids Program at Lifetime Fitness, has re-
quested T-Birds for Family Dance and Car Show on 
May 6 in Gilbert.  A Sign-up sheet was passed 
around. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Jim Cook reported we have 
96 Households, 175 Members, and 87 Classic 
Thunderbirds: 14-55’s, 26-56’s, 47-57’s.  

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames was not present.  
•Jim Rodgers asked if everybody read the small arti-
cle in the newsletter requesting volunteers to step 
up to be Editor of the Arizona Bird Chatter next year.  
Chris took on the job saying he would do it for two 
years, until December 2017.  Recommends that 
somebody come forward right away, so he/she can 
be trained for the job.  Without a newsletter, we 
don’t have a Club. 

WEBMASTER:  Chuck Young: Email etiquette: 
Check your email daily just as you check your mail-
box.  Answer promptly: within minutes or hours, in-
stead of snail mail days or weeks.  •Trying to put 
locations of every Meeting on the Website, using 
Google maps.  Use your Smart Phone to go to our 
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FOR SALE - items from Ways and Means: 

Red T-bird earrings ................................... $21 

Black T-bird earrings ................................. $21 

L zipper front black sweatshirt w/ 
     ACTC patch.......................................... $25 

Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button 
Shirt w/ ACTC patch .................................. $10 

L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .......... $12 

XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ......... $12 

“All I Care About Is My T-Bird and like 3  

people and BEER” T-shirts: 

     1 2XL Red ............................................ $12 

     4 2XL White..................................... $12 ea 

     4 XL White ...................................... $12 ea 

     1 Medium White ................................... $12 

L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel 

     Shirt ..................................................... $10 

XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered 
     w/ red car and lettering ........................... $6 

1 Ladies Polo shirt Royal with ACTC logo . $12 

1 Ladies Polo shirt White with ACTC logo . $12 

L Ladies denim vest - embroidered ........... $12 

1 Ladies Large Early Bird T-shirt with scoop 

     neck ....................................................... $8 

Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch ... $12 

Off white baseball cap w/pink/black/blue 

     T-Bird logo ............................................. $6 

5 ACTC license plate frames ................ $13 ea 

2 Thunderbird plates ............................ $13 ea 

5 CTCI notepads ............................... $2.50 ea 

5 Pairs of dice ........................................ $4 ea 

‘56 T-bird “White Tail Fin” mounted 
     acrylic art 16” x 23” ............................. $145 

‘56 T-bird overlay framed and matted ........ $95 

‘55 thru ‘63 T-bird poster framed and 
     glassed ................................................. $50 

‘56 T-bird metal sign “America’s Most 
     Exciting Car” ........................................... $5 

USA Bicentennial grill badge ..................... $35 

USA Flag map grill badge ......................... $12 

Corvette metal sign “50th Anniversary” ....... $5 

2 V8 double switch plate covers ............. $7 ea 

1 Historic Route 66 single switch plate  
     cover ................................................. $6 ea 
Call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562  

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
Website, click on the Events Page and click on blue 
underlining link for the Meeting, type in your address, 
and it will talk you there, turn by turn.  •Our Website is 
not just for advertising; it is a tool we can all use as 
we are getting into our declining years and we need a 
GPS.  Now there is no excuse for missing a Meeting.  
•Print a Roster feature coming soon to Website, but 
only for Members who want their address published.  
We do not share Member information with any outsid-
ers. 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Kate Marchisotto -  
No report. 

OLD BUSINESS:   None. 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported that 

there were three ’55 T-Birds, four ’56 T-Birds and nine 
’57 T-Birds in the parking lot.  Many different colors, 
even a gray one.  Found a car which has a built-in 
compass and mirrors mounted on the headlights 
which solves one of the problems Thunderbirds have 
of not being able to see out of the mirrors.  Jack Bet-
terton came forward to receive an expandable tote 
bag.  Jack said he and Polly had just picked up the 
car in Tucson.  It has 39,000 miles on it and hasn’t 
been driven for 16 years, but the owner worked on it 
all the time. 

SPLIT THE POT:  Jackie McKee won $92. 
Meeting adjourned at 2:04 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Jeannie Wood, Secretary 

 

mailto:ways-means@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
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 OFFICERS’ PICNIC 2017 
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RELICS & RODS RUN TO 
THE SUN 

October 19-22 

 Early planning for this event 
in Lake Havasu City is underway.  
We have some unknowns since 
we haven’t done this event in a 

while.  This year’s dates are October 19-22, 2017.  
Their Website www.relicsandrods.com has not yet 
been updated for this year's event.  We have been 
told that entry forms will be available online sometime 
around the first part of May.  Entry fee last year was 
$80.00 and included two dinners, a bingo run, and a t
-shirt.  Reserved parking is another $10.00 and spac-
es must be claimed first thing Thursday morning. 

We have a few hotel rooms blocked at The Lon-
don Bridge Resort www.londonbridgeresort.com, but 
we need to know if you have an interest in going to 
this event.  

More details to come, but please contact Jack 
and Nikki Musselmann at Tbird2some@gmail.com if 
you have an interest.  

Jamie Thompson 

 
2017 CTCI REGIONAL CON-

VENTION 
August 2-6, 2017 

 
       The CTCI Region 1 Conven-
tion is scheduled for August 2-6, 
2017 in Whippany, NJ.  Registra-
tions are open and information is 
available on the New Jersey Open 
Road Thunderbird Club’s Website, 

http://www.njortc.org or in the March-April issue of the 
Early Bird magazine. 

The New Jersey chapter’s information contact is 
Wendy Meehan at (973) 267-2958.    

RUN TO THE PINES 
September 22 - 24, 2017 

  
  Registration forms are avail-
able for this year’s Run To The 
Pines Show at the Pinetop Lakes 
Golf and Country Club in Pinetop, 
AZ.  This show books up quickly, 
so register early.  Email me if you 
need a form. 

Chris Ames 

HOP ABOARD!  

Don’t Be Left at the Dock 

       Cruise Lake Pleasant with your 

friends, Wednesday, May 10  leaving 

promptly at 12:30 PM and returning at 

2:00 PM.  The boat is a 65 foot cruiser 

with an open, covered upper deck and 

an enclosed air conditioned lower deck.  Snacks and 

your favorite beverages are available on board.  No 

food or drinks except those purchased on board 

(cash only, no credit cards).  The cruise charge is 

$18 per person, we presently have 20 people com-

mitted and we are hoping you will go as well.  If you 

have signed up to go or if you are planning to go, 

please mail your check for $18 per person to:   Gene 

Andersen, 12063 Shifting Sands Drive, Peoria, AZ  

85383 

If cruising makes you hungry, we will be having 

a late lunch at Dillon’s, an excellent casual restau-

rant right on the dock.  Dillon’s is one of the best 

Barbeque restaurants in the Southwest. 

Lake Pleasant is just North of Peoria, one half 

hour.  Plan to arrive one hour before cruise time, that 

would be at 11:30 AM, there is a $6 per car charge 

to get into Lake Pleasant Park. 

Gene Andersen 

THUNDERBIRD APPRECIATION DAY 

After Meeting Cruise 

 Sunday May 21 has been desig-

nated as Thunderbird Appreciation 

Day by the three major Thunderbird 

Car Clubs. 

These Clubs are calling for all T-Bird 

owners to drive their cars that day. 

In order to celebrate this, Kathy and I have put 

together a cruise for after the Sunday ACTC Meet-

ing. 

The route is just a shade over 50 miles and will 

take about an hour and 15 minutes to complete.  At 

the end we will arrive at a place for lunch, snacks, 

beverages, ice cream or for a bathroom break. 

Bring your classic and join us for a fun run 

through the streets of Arizona. 

Bob and Kathy Michele 

http://www.relicsandrods.com
http://www.londonbridgeresort.com
mailto:Tbird2some@gmail.com
mailto:thompsonclassics@gmail.com?subject=English%20Rose%20Tea%20Room
http://www.njortc.org
mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
mailto:Gandersen5@hotmail.com
mailto:member-at-large@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
http://www.lakepleasantcruises.com/
http://www.njortc.org/
http://www.runtothepinesaz.com/
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LEGION OF THE SILVER ROSE 

On April 15, American Legion Post 58 in Foun-
tain Hills presented a Legion of the Silver Rose 
award ceremony honoring the victims of Agent Or-
ange.  Our drivers included Chris Ames in his Coloni-
al White ’56 T-Bird, the younger Terry Duquette in his 
father’s Inca Gold ‘05 T-Bird, Paul Fruscello in his 
Red ’56 T-Bird, Jim Rodgers driving his Starmist Blue 
’57 T-Bird, Bob White in his Red ’56 T-Bird, and 

Chuck Young in his Fiesta Red ’56 T-Bird.  It was a 
special day for our ACTC Auditor, Terrence Duquette 
as he was personally honored with the Legion of the 
Silver Rose Award.  His son, Terry, flew in for the 
ceremony and drove his Father’s Inca Gold ’05 T-
Bird to honor his Father in the parade.  

Terrence, thank you for your service. 
Chris Ames 

mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
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Johnson) where he was responsible for leading the 
Cognitive Health in Aging Registry: Investigational, 
Observational and Trial studies in dementia research 
– Prospective Readiness Cohort (CHARIOT-PRO) 
program, and he was also responsible for the devel-
opment and execution of other clinical programs with-
in the neuroscience therapeutic area.  

“Michael Ropacki is widely recognized for the 
groundbreaking trial methodology he has implement-
ed for registries and prospective cohort studies,” said 
MedAvante CEO and co-founder Paul Gilbert.  

 

Don Rebtoy and Dede Ross recently attended  
Don's USAF Super Sabre Society 2017 Reunion at 
the Gold Coast Hotel in Las Vegas.  Five days for this 
group of early Jet Fighter Aircraft Pilots to catch up, 
take care of some business and raise a glass to the 
men who flew the Hun. 

According to Dede, Don still looks sharp in his 
AF “party suit”.  

IN CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD STYLE 
On April 2, Gregg Thurston walked his beautiful 

daughter, Amanda down the aisle and presented her 
hand to Michael Raines.  After an elegant Wedding 
ceremony, the awaiting carriage was Gregg and 
Linda’s Thunderbird.  

 

ACCOMPLISHED CLINICAL SCIENTIST 
WILL ACCELERATE COMPANY’S GROWTH 

Hamilton, NJ (February 22, 2017) - MedAvante, 
Inc., the leading global clinical data services company 
dedicated to maximizing signal detection in clinical 
trials, announced that Tom and Phyllis Ropacki’s 
son, Michael T. Ropacki, PhD, has been appointed 
Vice President, Research and Development to lead 
the company’s continued expansion of clinical sci-
ence and signal detection capabilities. 

Dr. Ropacki was previously Director, Clinical Re-
search Neuroscience, Research and Development, 
for Janssen Research & Development (Johnson & 
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~  WE ACTC ADVERTISERS ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:azkstm17@yahoo.com
http://www.rondavisradiators.com/

